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How do you think your upbringing can influence whether you turn to crime?
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FARRINGTON ET AL
THE CAMBRIDGE STUDY IN DELINQUENCY DEVELOPMENT

AIM

To document the start, duration and end of offending behaviour, from childhood to adulthood

Specifically to investigate the influence on criminal and antisocial behaviour of life events;

Risk factors

Protective factors

Intergenerational transmission

DESIGN

PARTICIPANTS

METHODS USED

RESULTS

At age 20

48% of those with convicted fathers also had convictions

19% of those without convicted fathers also had convictions

At age 48 161/404 had criminal convictions
The number of offences and offenders peaked at age 17-18

Those who started criminal careers age 10-13 were nearly all reconvicted at least once and committed 9 crimes on average

Those who began their criminal careers age 14-16 committed 6 crimes on average.

These two groups committed 77% of all the crimes in the study (620/808)
7% were defined as chronic offenders because they accounted for about half of all the officially recorded offences in the study. Most started their criminal careers age 14 and ended age 35 and are described by Farrington as PERSISTERS (convicted before and after their 21st birthday).  Compared to those with no convictions they were more likely to have
· A convicted parent

· High daring

· A delinquent sibling

· A young mother

· Low popularity

· Large family size

NB There is also a similar pattern for DESISTERS – those who commit crime only up to age 20)

Criteria of life success

Definition

Proportion of men leading successful lives increased with age and the desisters were no different from the unconvicted in later life.
CONCLUSIONS
The risk factors associated with crime are

The implications for reducing crime are

This may have long term benefits in terms of reducing other problems relating to relationships, employment, alcohol, drugs and aggressive behaviour.
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SYNOPTIC LINKS
SUTHERLANDS THEORY OF DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION

Core principles
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9 principles of criminality

	Criminal behaviour is learned

	Criminal behaviour is learned in interaction with other persons in a process of communication

	The principle part of the learning occurs within personal intimate groups

	The learning includes techniques as well as motives, drives, rationalisations and attitudes

	Motives and drives are leaned from definitions of legal codes as favourable or unfavourable

	Delinquency occurs due to excess definitions which favour violation of laws compared to definitions which are unfavourable to violations of laws

	Delinquency occurs due to defining a violation of the law as favourable more often than it is defined as unfavourable = DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION

	Differential associations may vary in frequency, duration, priority and intensity

	While criminal behaviour is an expression of general needs and values and is not explained by those general needs and values since non criminal behaviour is an expression of the same needs and values


EVALUATION

Determinism
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Approach
Behviourism
Individual vs Situational explanations


Government figures show that the most disadvantaged 5% in society are 100 times more likely to have multiple problems than the most advantaged 50%, including;
Conduct disorders

Police contact

Cannabis use

Mood disorders

Alcohol abuse

The Peterborough Youth Study is one of the Social Contexts of Pathways into Crime (SCoPiC) studies which sets out to test these factors and others to see which were the most significant predictors of criminal behaviour.
WIKSTROM & TAFEL – THE PETERBOROGH YOUTH STUDY

AIM
DESIGN

PARTICIPANTS

METHOD

RESULTS
           % Males




           % Females
Committed at least one of the crimes during 2000
        % Males

        % females

Committed a serious crime of theft 

High frequency offenders tend to commit a range of different crimes

1 in 8 offenders were reported to or caught by the police for their last committed crime
Offenders are more victimised than non offenders and violent offenders are more likely to be victims of violence

Offenders are more often drunk and more often use drugs than other youths
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Risk factors

Weak family bonds





Weak school bonds

Poor parental monitoring




Truancy

Weak morality





Poor self control

SOCIAL DISADVANTAGE WAS NOT A STRONG PREDICTOR OF DELINQUNCY BUT THOSE FROM LOWER SOCIAL CLASSES TENDED TO HAVE MORE RISK FACTORS

CONCLUSIONS

The findings suggest the presence of 3 groups of adolescent offenders


ADOLESCENT

OFFENDERS

EVALUATION
Individual vs Situational explanations
Generalisability

Validity

Applicability

KEY TERMS
COGNITION

DETERMINISM

DIMINISHED RESPONSIBILITY




How can we determine if criminals have different thinking patterns?

What methods would be used to study thinking patterns?

YOCHELSON & SAMENOW – A STUDY OF THINKING PATTERNS IN CRIMINALS

AIMS

To understand the make up of the criminal personality

To establish techniques that could be used to alter the personality disorders that produce crime

To encourage an understanding of legal responsibility


To establish techniques that can be effective in preventing criminal behaviour.

PARTICIPANTS

METHOD

RESULTS

Of the 255 participants most dropped out of the study: 30 completed the programme of interviews but only 9 genuinely changed as a result, by standards established at the start of the programme.

According to Yochelson & Samenow criminals………………………..

· Are restless and dissatisfied and irritable
· Whilst at school considered requests from their teachers and parents as impositions

· Continually set themselves apart from others

· Want to live a life of excitement at any cost

· Are habitually angry as a way of life

· Are lacking empathy

· Feel under no obligation to anyone or anything except their own interests

· Are poor at responsible decision making, pre judging situations

Altogether 52 thinking patterns were distinguishable – considered to be errors in thinking.

Some examples are 

Closed thinking – 

External attribution

Ownership attitude
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Moral thinking is a way of thinking about the right and wrong way people behave within a society.


How does morality develop?

Moral development is the learning of ‘correct’ moral thinking.  Many believe it is a product of socialization, the child’s upbringing and the social values of the time.  It represents the internalization of society’s rules through the influence of parents, teachers or peers.

On this level, moral discriminations are biological responses for reward and the avoidance of punishment.  Moral action is irrational conformity to the cultural standards.  It is passive internalizing of moral judgments of the socializing agents, parents, peers etc..

Some theories (like Piaget & Kohlberg) see moral development as occurring in stages.  In these theories there is an increase in moral development as the child gets older and interacts more with their society.  Children construct their own beliefs based on these interactions.


Piaget

Piaget is better known for his theory of intellectual development.  The stages of moral development are pre-set by changes in intellectual development.  The stage of concrete operational thought is associated with a complete acceptance of adult rules by children.  When the child enters the formal operational stage the moral development shifts so that rules are viewed as the product of group agreement and an understanding of justice develops.  Children believe in reciprocity (do unto others as you would have them do to you).


Piaget believes that these stages are universal invariant and hierarchical.

Kohlberg

Kohlberg also sees the development of moral reasoning in terms of more advanced understanding.  Morality develops through stages which are also invariant, universal and hierarchical.  The principle of justice is very important.


Kohlberg developed his theory by analyzing the responses of people to the Heinz Dilemma.

The Heinz Dilemma

In Europe a woman was near death from a very special kind of cancer.  There was one drug that doctors thought might save her.  It was a form of radium that a druggist in the same town had recently discovered.  The drug was expensive to make, but the druggist was charging ten times what the drug cost him to make.  He paid $200 for the radium and charged $2000 for a small dose of the drug.  The sick woman’s husband, Heinz, went to everyone he knew to borrow the money, but 

He could only get together about $1000, which is half of what it cost.  He told the druggist that his wife was dying and asked him to sell it cheaper or to let him pay later, but the druggist said “No, I discovered the drug and I’m going to make money from it”.  So Heinz got desperate and broke into the mans store to steal the drug for his wife.

Should Heinz have done that?  Why?

Kohlberg was interested primarily in the reasoning behind people’s answers, and not their response as to whether Heinz was right or not.  On the basis of the reasoning he found the ages at which different types of reasoning were prevalent and developed his theory of moral development.

He says there are three levels of moral reasoning, each having two stages.

	Level 1 – Preconventional Level

	Stage 1


	
	

	Stage 2


	
	

	Level 2 – Conventional Level

	Stage 1


	
	

	Stage 2


	
	

	Level 3 – Post Conventional Level

	Stage 1


	
	

	Stage 2


	
	


The preconventional level is associated with Piagets concrete operational thinking and is shown by pre-adolescent children and a minority of adolescents and adults.  

Most adolescents and adults reach the conventional level which is associated with Piagets concrete operational thinking.  Children (and adults) conform to the rules of society to gain rewards and they will do nice things for others if they feel they will benefit from this in the long run (…………………………..).

The post conventional level (associated with Piagets formal operational thinking) is reached by only a minority of adults.  An increased understanding of the intentions of others leads to a decrease in egocentrism.  A set of rules is internalized that transcends social laws and rules but also maximizes social welfare.  Laws are questioned if they do not uphold individual rights.

Assessing the Level of Moral Judgment

The moral judgment interview (MJI) presents the subject with hypothetical dilemmas, which offer a choice between acting on the basis of sanctioned authority or human welfare needs.  Responses are scored to determine reasoning on issues such as punishment, personal relationships and conscience.  Early test were subjective but now the method and scoring are standardized.  
Morality & Delinquency
Delinquency is not synonymous with immoral behaviour and no clear relationship can be found between moral stage and offences committed although it is thought that the reasoning of higher moral stages is less likely to fit in with a criminal lifestyle.  However, justification for violating the law can be found at all the stages;

If it involves no punishment – 

If it preserves relationships – 

If it protects basic human rights – 

Lower moral maturity may be a consequence of restricted role playing opportunities in the family background.  More mature reasoning is found in children whose parents encourage participation and collective problem solving.  Hudgens & Prentice (1973) found that the mothers of delinquents showed significantly lower moral reasoning than the mothers of non delinquents.  Delinquents who experience the absence of a father are also particularly more likely to show lower moral reasoning.

KEY STUDY PALMER & HOLLIN– MORAL REASONING IN DELINQUENTS
AIM

To see whether the development of moral reasoning among male delinquents is delayed compared to non delinquents

PARTICIPANTS

METHOD

RESULTS

SRD checklist – offender sample had offended significantly more than the control group

SRMSF

· Male offenders had least mature moral reasoning – Kohlberg preconventional

· Female non offenders showed more mature moral reasoning than male non offenders

· The majority of non offenders were using conventional level reasoning

CONCLUSIONS
Delinquents seem to have deficits in their moral reasoning and interventions aimed at raising levels of moral reasoning in areas related to delinquent behaviour could lead to a decrease in offending behaviour.
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KEY TERMS

INTRAPERSONAL

INTERPERSONAL

INTERGROUP

ATTRIBUTIONS

PATHOLOGY



Piliavin demonstrates social cognition in relation to helping behaviour.
GUDJOHNSON & BOWNES THE ATTRIBUTION OF BLAME AND THE TYPE OF CRIME COMMITTED

BACKGROUND

Attribution & Locus of Control

The dimensions of internal versus external locus of control reflect the beliefs that outcomes are controlled either by ones own actions or external factors such as chance or powerful others.  Because delinquents often experience external barriers to legitimate achievement it has been suggested that they are more likely to believe that things are beyond their own personal control.  

How can we measure attribution?

Gudjonson (1984) developed the Blame Attribution Inventory, isolating three types of attribution from the answers of the offenders;

· Internal or External Attribution

· Mental Element

· Guilt Dimension
The Blame Attribution Inventory was then developed into the Attribution of Blame Scale.
Why do we need to know how offenders attribute blame?

AIM

To examine the relationship between the type of offence and the attributions offenders make about their criminal act and then cross validate findings on an English Sample
PARTICIPANTS

METHODOLOGY

RESULTS
	Type of offence
	Guilt
	Mental element
	external

	Violence
	8.1
	5.3
	5.8

	Sexual
	12.7
	5.7
	2.4

	Property
	5.5
	4.0
	3.0

	total
	9.8
	5.1
	3.4


What does this table show?
Comparison to English Findings

Violent Irish prisoners showed lower mental element, lower guilt and higher external attributions but the pattern of results in the other categories of offences is consistent.

CONCLUSION

There is a strong consistency in the way offenders attribute blame for their crimes across England and Ireland.   The only real difference was in the violent prisoners which may be as a result of the violence prevalent in Northern Ireland at the time of the study.
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How could your physiological make up influence whether you turn to crime?










LABELLING THE PARTS OF THE BRAIN
















Why are these important areas when considering criminal behaviour?

BRAIN SCANNING TECHNIQUES

	TYPE
	DESCRIPTION
	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	CAT
	
	
	

	MRI
	
	
	

	PET
	
	
	



RAINE (1997) BRAIN ABNOMALITIES IN MURDERERS INDICATED BY PET SCANNING

AIM

Previous research has suggested that brain dysfunction may predispose individuals to violent behaviour but no-one has tried to confirm which particular areas may be involved.  So the aim is to directly assess brain functioning in violent individuals

Hypotheses 

Seriously violent individuals will have;

Brain dysfunction in the prefrontal cortex, amygdale, hippocampus, thalamus and corpus callosum (all previously linked with violence)

No brain dysfunction in other areas of the brain which have been related to psychiatric disorder but not violence (e.g. cerebellum)


PARTICIPANTS

Experimental group

Control group

METHOD
RESULTS

The murderers had

Reduced brain activity in prefrontal cortex & corpus callosum

Increased brain activity in areas not previously linked with violence e.g. cerebellum

Abnormal asymmetries i.e. reduced activity on their left and increased activity on the right in some of the areas linked to violence e.g. amygdale, thalamus & hippocampus

CONCLUSIONS
Rate the following statements on a scale of 1-5 (1 completely disagree, 5 couldn’t agree more strongly) based on what you have learned about in Raine’s study.
Violent behaviour is determined by biology alone, 

Murderers pleading NGRI are not responsible for their actions

That PET scans can be used to diagnose violent individuals

Brain dysfunction causes violence

All violent offenders have brain dysfunction

The results do show;
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Raine Update

Raine has carried out a review of brain imaging studies relating to anti social behaviour development in children.  Factors that contribute to the risk of anti social behaviour include birth complications, poor parenting, physical abuse, malnutrition, smoking and drinking during pregnancy.
Interestingly Raine found that the final connections are forming in the prefrontal cortex right up to the early 20’s and activity has been shown to be lower in impulsive individuals who are likely to be antisocial and aggressive.  This could explain why offending peaks in adolescence.



Genetic Theories

i) Chromosomes

The XYY syndrome was first described in the 1960’s as an explanation for criminal behaviour.  It was suggested that prisons and mental hospitals had a bigger proportion of people with this genetic abnormality.  The incidence of this condition in the general population is about 0.1% but Price et al (1966) found that 28% of the men in a Scottish state hospital for the criminally insane were XYY.  Individuals were labeled super males and it was suggested that they had a predisposition to violent crime.

One way of determining the influence of genes on offending is the use of twin studies.  These studies compare rates of offending in mono and dizygotic twins reared together and apart to try to separate the influence of genes and the environment.

Twin Studies


Monozygotic twins

Dizygotic twins

Concordance

Studies of concordance levels for criminal behaviour in twins

	
	MZ
	DZ

	Lange (1931)
	77
	12

	Kranz (1936)
	65
	53

	Yoshimasu (1965)
	50
	0

	Christiansen (1977)
	60
	30


Evaluation of twin studies
Another way to separate the influence of genes and the environment is adoption studies.

Adoption Studies

Adoption studies allow us to compare the influence of biological inheritance and the environment. If the behaviour of the adopted children is more similar to that of their biological parents than their adoptive parents this provides strong support for the genetic nature argument.

Research Findings

Crowe (1974) found that in a sample of 52 adopted children of imprisoned women, seven of them had at least one criminal convictions, by comparison with only one in a control group.

Mednick et al (1987) found that boys whose biological parent had a criminal record were more likely to have been convicted of a crime than boys whose adoptive parent had been convicted.

Bohman (1995)

Rates of criminal conviction in adopted children

	
	Adoptive parents has criminal record
	Adoptive parents had no criminal record

	Biological parents had criminal record
	40%
	12%

	Biological parents had no criminal record
	7%
	3%


Conclusion

BRUNNER ET AL A STUDY OF VIOLENCE IN A FAMILY WITH A GENETIC ABNORMALITY
AIM

To explain the behaviour of a large family in the Netherlands where the males are affected by a syndrome of borderline mental retardation and abnormal violent behaviour, including impulsive aggression, arson, attempted rape and exhibitionism.

PARTICIPANTS

The study was based on five affected males from the family

METHOD

Urine samples from the 5 males were analysed over a 24hr period

RESULTS

The tests showed disturbed monoamine metabolism due to a lack of the enzyme monoamine oxidase A (MAOA).  This was due to a point mutation in the X chromosome of the gene responsible for producing this enzyme.
CONCLUSION
The MAOA enzyme is involved in the production of serotonin, so the mutation caused less serotonin to be produced, causing mental retardation and possibly the violent behaviour.

However, not all the males in the family were affected by the violent behaviour, even when they suffered the mental retardation.

EVALUATION
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Determinism

Approach

Generalisability

Ethics

S&W of case study


Offenders often show traits of risk taking and impulsiveness.

Do males often exhibit these traits more than females?

Are males more likely to be involved in violent crime?

Why does the level of offending for males peak at 20?

Explanations
Evolution - Mate Selection

Short time horizon

DALY & WATSON – INVESTIGATION OF GENDER RELATED LIFE EXPECTANCY

AIM

To find out if homicide rates would vary as a function of local life expectancy

PARTICIAPNTS

METHOD

RESULTS
Life expectancy – homicide rate


-0.88

Do young men in the neighbourhoods with short life expectancy actually discount the future and expect to live shorter lives, so increase their risk taking for the short term rewards?

This idea would be supported by the fact that the rate of absenteeism from school was also negatively correlated with life expectancy.

Correlations

Primary school rs=-0.50, n=77, p<0.001

High school rs=-0.32, n=77, p<0.001

Parents could be unwilling to invest in their child’s education because they are operating on a short time horizon

EVALUATION
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Longitudinal vs Snapshot
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EVALUATION,


THEMES & DEBATES





Deviance occurs when people define a certain situation as an appropriate occasion for violating social norms or criminal laws





Definitions of the situation are acquired through an individual’s history of past experience





Studied crimes


Violence, vandalism, shoplifting, burglary, theft of and from cars
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